On Friday, January 23, Governor Jon S. Corzine, former 
NJDOT commissioners Roger Bodman, Jamie Fox, Lou 
Gambaccini, Kris Kolluri, Jack Lettiere, James Weinstein, 
several dignitaries and NJDOT employees attended 
the official swearing-in ceremony for the new NJDOT 
Commissioner Stephen Dilts. 

“Steve has served this agency well under 
Commissioner Kolluri’s guidance and I know he is up to the 
challenges that will face the Department of Transportation,” 
said Governor Corzine. “Even in these tough economic 
times, I am confident that Steve will reach the target goals 
we set forth.” 

With his family standing by, Commissioner Dilts took 


Newly appointed NJDOT Commissioner Stephen Dilts with 


Governor Corzine the official oath of office. 
Title 39 congratulations 

Commissioner Stephen Dilts on Wednesday, binding recommendations regarding traffic engineering 
February 4, congratulated the NJDOT employees who decisions. 
were instrumental to the enactment of Assembly Bill A The NJDOT employees included Doug Bartlett, 
2731. Manager 2, Traffic Engineering; Jeff Callahan, Assistant 

The law, initiated by NJDOT, provides Commissioner, Operations; Steve Embly, Administrative 
municipalities’ and counties’ the authority to make Analyst 1, Legislative Analysis; John Fuller, Assistant 
traffic engineering decisions. Municipalities and Commissioner, Legislation, Regulation and Multimodal 
counties can now evaluate traffic engineering proposals _ Services; Patricia Ott, Director, Traffic Engineering and 
using the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices Safety; Pete Riscica, Supervising Highway Engineer 2 and 
for Streets and Highways, based on their own engineer’s Deputy Commissioner Jennifer Godoski. 
expertise, without obtaining prior approval from “This legislation provides more flexibility and 
NJDOT. will expedite local transportation improvements,” said 

The municipalities and counties engineering staffs Commissioner Dilts. “It also allows NJDOT to reallocate 
are permitted to request NJDOT’s review and non- our resources to more critical state highway projects.” 


From left to right: Doug Bartlett - Manager 2 - Traffic Engineer, Phil Espinosa - Deputy Attorney General, Jeff Callahan - Assistant 
Commissioner - Operations, Pete Riscica - Supervising Highway Engineer II Traffic, Stephen Dilts - Commissioner, Steve Embly - 
Administrative Analyst I, Patricia Ott - Director - Traffic Engineering and Safety, John Fuller - Assistant Commissioner - Legislation, 
Regulation and Multimodal Services, Jennifer Godoski - Deputy Commissioner 


is 


is 


(Gladys Knight) Jacqueline Hall-Livingston and the Pips, Pat Barton, Talvin Davis, and Keith Daniels, take center stage at the Black 


History Month Motown celebration. 


NJDOT celebrates Black History Month 


Black History Month kicked off 
in February with several programs 
celebrating the achievements and 
aspirations of the African American 
community. 


Silent Auction 

A silent auction was held 
on February 5 and 6. Seventy- 
seven auction items raised more 
than $600 total, which helps to 
support the activities that the Black 
History Month Committee hosts 
throughout the year. Chairperson 
Michelle Jordan would like to 
thank everyone for their support 
and contributions and especially 
Nancy Ciaruffoli, Lorraine 
Stallings, Danielle Graves, 
Chrystal Sections-Williams and 
Robin Sterns for their dedication 
and hard work in making the event 
a SUCCESS. 


Financial Security 

Several financial security 
programs were offered as well on 
February 19 and 20. 

“Where Wealth Lives: An 
Exploration of the African American 
Economic Experience” chronicled 
the history of African-American 


economic success from slavery to 
present day. The program showed 
the values of possessing land, home 
ownership, independent business and 
philanthropy with commentary by 
Valarie Udeh, Director of Corporate 
Marketing for Wachovia Bank, author 
Dr. Bertice Berry, and several others. 
A financial management 
panel session included Ed Collins, 
Marketing Coordinator for The 
New Jersey Housing and Mortgage 
Finance Agency, who spoke on first- 
time home buying and financing. 
Robert Fruhling, Assistant Vice 
President of Wachovia Investment 
Services Group who spoke on 
investment and financial planning 
and Catherine Smith, Regional 
Vice President, Primerica Financial 
Service, discussed insurance and 
needs analysis. 


Entertainment 


On Wednesday, February 25, an 
entertainment program began with 
a poem titled “Ain’t That Bad” by 
Maya Angelou read by Jhane Hunter. 
Jhane is the daughter of Dextine 
Stanley of Traffic Engineering 
and Safety. Jhane is 10 years old 
and attends Washington Elementary 


School in Trenton. She is a model, 
dancer, and actress, and a poet. She 
is the winner of the Miss Lil Pageant 
of New Jersey and she models for 
BabyPhat and Ed Hardy in New York. 
2009 marks Motown’s 50" 

Anniversary and NJDOT employees 
rock and rolled the multi-purpose 
room to celebrate its music, history 
and influence among the African 
American community. 

Continued on next page 
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Black History Month Continued from page 2 


Mary Wells and friend were 
portrayed by Victoria Vines-Jones, 
Senior Clerk Typist and Frank 
Prezioso, Project Engineer, Electrical. 

The Supremes were portrayed 
by Sylvia Leven-Stout, Secretarial 


The Jackson Five were portrayed 
by Keisha Vaughan-Glasper, 
Secretarial Assistant 1; Sylvia Leven- 
Stout, Ericha Sinkfield, Personnel 
Assistant 3; Stephanie Nock and 
Marilyn Jones, Secretarial Assistant 3. 


Teena Marie was portrayed 
by Jackie Brown, Administrative 
Assistant 2. 

MaryJane girl was portrayed by 
Marilyn Jones. 


Assistant 2; Stephanie Nock, 
Secretarial Assistant 2 and 
Dominique Brooks, Civil Engineer 
Trainee. 

The Temptations were portrayed 
by Willie Colquitt, Project Engineer, 
Planning; Paul Thomas, 
Project Engineer, Planning; 
Kevin Williams, Geographic 
Information Systems Specialist 
3; Ulysses Wallace, Engineer 
Technician 1, and Jeff Johnson, 
Engineer Technician 2. 


vines-Jones 


Obituaries 


Retiree Paul Williams, Sr. passed away on December 
4. He was a 26-year veteran of the Department and most 
recently worked in the Bureau of Traffic Operations as 
an Engineering Technician 2 and Shift Supervisor. He is 
survived by his wife Linda, his sons David and Paul, and 
their families. 

Retiree Mary “Tookie” Kondash passed away on 
January 4. She is survived by her husband, Thomas 
Kondash Sr., a retired NJDOT employee, and her son, 
Thomas Jr., a current NJDOT Project Engineer, and 
daughter, Dona Sinton and their spouses. She retired from 
NJDOT in 1993 as an Administrative Assistant 1 after 32 
years in Right-of-Way. 

Retiree Ethel Grace Uveges passed away on 


Rick James was portrayed 
by Richard Cramer, Maintenance 
Worker 1. Gia 


Cramer 


Thomas 


Colquitt 


Jones 


January 29. She is survived by her niece Cheryl, grand- 
nieces,grand-nephews and friends. 

Retiree Russell T. Chell passed away on February 
2. He retired in 1993 after many years of service as a 
Legal Supervisor for the Division of Right-of-Way. He is 
survived by his wife Lucille, his four children, Russell, 
James, Sabrina and Ramona, extended family and 
friends. 

Retiree Albert “Tommy Hines” Orsi passed away 
on February 4. He is survived by his sons, Albert and 
Ronald, and nieces and nephews. 

Retiree Lawrence Frascella passed away on 
February 14. He is survived by his sons, Lawrence, Jr. 
and Anthony, and their families. 


NJDOT’s Statewide Strategies wins award 


Jim Lewis, Manager of 
Statewide Strategies, recently 
attended the annual National 
Academies’ Transportation 
Research Board (TRB) meeting 
in Washington, D.C. Lewis 
received an award for NJDOT’s 
presentation in the Competition 
on Communications with John and 
Jane Public, which was part of 
TRB’s Technical Activities Division 
Planning and Environment Group. 

He presented Your Community 
— Smart Growth vs. Suburban 
Sprawl: Visualizing the Travel 
Impacts of Land Use Choices an 
Interactive Demonstration for New 
Jersey’s Long-Range Transportation 


Other meeting attendees 
included Bureau of Research Manager 
and TRB State Representative: 
Camille Crichton-Sumners, who 


Crichton-Sumners 


Traffic Operations, and Veronica 
Murphy, Senior Transportation 
Plan. Planner for Planning and 


Development. Meredith 
Hammond, Project Engineer 
for Planning and Development, 
and Anthony Davis, Project 


presented Manager, Transportation 

the NJDOT presented posters and 
Research workshops. 

Implementation The NJDOT presentations 
Study; Richard were based on the new statewide 
Dunne, long-range transportation 
Executive plan, Transportation Choices 
Manager forthe 2030, developed by NJDOT 
Bridge Design and NJTRANSIT. The plan 
Unit, Dhanesh emphasizes the use of smart 
Motiani, growth policies to focus 


Director of development in centers 
and support public transit, 
walking, bicycling, and shorter 


automobile trips. 


Sustainable transportation in a changing environment 


It was standing room only as a crowd of NJDOT, 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), North 
Jersey Transportation Planning Authority, Department 
of Environmental Protection, Municipalities and 
County delegates assembled at NJDOT Headquarters 
to participate in the Bureau of Research’s “Workshop 
on Sustainable Transportation in a Changing 
Environment.” 

The workshop, kicked off 
by Assistant Commissioner 
Robert Miller and FHWA 
Division Administrator Dennis 
Merida, was held on January 
8. It featured discussion of 
the effects of climate change 
on both national and local 
transportation infrastructure, 


transportation impacts on the 


Green 


environment, land use planning 
for the environment and current research on carbon 
emissions, and ecology. Presenters included: Andras 
Fekete of The RBA Group, Dr. George Guo of Rutgers 
University, Dr. Martin Bierbaum of The College of 
New Jersey, Brent Barnes of Statewide Planning, Dr. 
Monica Mazurek of Rutgers University, Dr. Anthony 


Broccoli of Rutgers 
University, and 
Joanne Potter 

of Cambridge 
Systematics. 

The workshop 
was a collaborative 
initiative organized 
by Jeanette Mar, 
FHWA Team 
Leader from 
Rutgers University 
Center for 


Potter 


Advanced Infrastructure and Transportation; Claudia 
Knezek, Director, Local Technical Assistance Program; 
Monica Mazurek, Ph.D, Director of Environmental and 
Energy Program at Rutgers University; Elkins Green, 
Director, Environmental Resources; Camille Crichton- 
Sumners, Manager, Bureau of Research; Andy Swords, 
Manager, Statewide Planning and Brent Barnes, Director, 
Statewide Planning. 

The workshop program and presentations may 
be viewed at the Bureau of Research News & Events 
webpage at: http: / / www.state.nj.us / transportation / 


refdata/research/technical.shtm 
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Getting in shape at NJDOT 


As NJDOT welcomed Employees may sign up anytime ata _ _— way to get folks out there and 


2009, many employees made prorated cost for the 17-week program, communicate with one another while 
New Years resolutions to which began on February 10. exercising. The group is informal 
stay in shape! NJDOT offers “The most recent class lost and everyone can walk at his or her 
several fitness options for over 228 pounds collectively since own pace. We encourage everyone 
employees, including yoga, October,” said Karen Romanowsky, to join us,” said Hammer. 


Administrative Assistant 3. “Those 
looking to lose weight should set 
short-term weekly goals. Drinking 
water, eating high-fiber foods and 
sharing experiences with other 
NJDOT members really help.” 

Members are weighed weekly 
and keep a progress chart and Internet 
log. Participants also may have 


Weight Watchers, a walking 
club, aerobics, and bowling. — 
In addition, employees are 
eligible for discounts at 
several fitness centers. 


Yoga 
Genevieve 
Boehm-Clifton, 


Acting Manager of the option to buy Weight Watchers 
the Bureau of Maritime Resources, meals and snacks. Those interested 
has been teaching several varieties in joining may contact Karen 

and levels of yoga classes since Romanowsky at 609-530-5280. 


2005, and is awaiting a patent for a 7 
yoga product and producing a yoga Aero b IcS 


CD. “Yoga is an excellent way for NJDOT started a six-week, low- 

NJDOT employees to lower their impact aerobic class on February 24. Eide Bela) atrerapte taeoswen heros 

blood pressure and cholesterol, tone Classes are held on Tuesdays and Bowlin g 

their muscles, and relieve stress by Thursdays from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 NIDOT’s bowling | ; 

exercising the body, mind and inner p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room. A : Pele Pew ane enue 

spirit,” said Genevieve. minimum of 10 people per class is envecnd yell. Tne league oe 
eral aeroeeaiadh a ee eee from September to April and bowls 

ployees interested in the necessary to e class 

class should bring a yoga mat, The ve ey veer pen. 

a water bottle and loose-fitting participation : ee ee a ees nee a 

clothing. Those interested should cost for one Me eae ar ene 

check the employee intranet for day per week uD 00 pence’. Pose Dueresed 

information and dates at http: / / is $48.00 and should contact John Cooper at 609- 


the cost for Ber 2285: 


two days per 


week is $96.00. Employee 
The instructor D iscou nts 


njdotintranet.dot.state.nj.us / 


is Joanna Hopkins of the Princeton The New Jersey Civil Service 
or contact Genevieve at (609) 530-4772 YMCA. Commission offers several discount 
for the schedule. Classes are held . opportunities to fitness centers 
in the Main Office Building multi- Walkin g Club for all state employees. Some 
purpose room at 4:15 p.m. on the Rick Hammer, Assistant discounts include the YWCA 
days scheduled. Commissioner of Capital Program of Trenton, Gold’s Gym, Robert 


Management, started a walking club Wood Johnson and several others. 


Wei g ht Watchers in October 2008. The group gathers Employees should check for 


For employees interested each Friday at noon outside of the discounts at http:/ / www.state. 
in losing weight, NJDOT offers E&O Building and follows the one- nj.us / personnel / discounts/ pdf / 
Weight Watchers every Tuesday at mile course surrounding the complex. StateEmployeeDiscountsMasterList. 


11:15 in the E&O conference room. “Our walking club is a great pdf 


